Highland Township: A haven for horses
By Alison Bergsieker 
STAFF WRITER 
"Hang your horseshoe upward so the luck stays in," says Sharon Greene, promotions director of the Highland Equestrian Conservancy. 
Some good luck and some major planning may help the group make Highland an even more horse-friendly community. 

	.
	


Plans to connect the Highland Recreational Area trails to the downtown Highland station make members of the conservancy both excited and hopeful. 

"Highland has a unique horse history and we have the equine economic impact that you can't find anywhere else in Michigan," Greene said. "We'd like for people to be able to ride their horse right [image: image1.png]


into the downtown area for an hour or so while they have dinner, for example." 

The conservancy welcomed Tad Krear of Land Design Studios to a recent meeting. Krear has been working with the township to develop ideas for the new and improved Highland Station and downtown district. 

"Equestrians are a big component," Krear said. "I think as good planners we need to understand more of how the conservancy operates. We need to reach out to all forms of recreations because their very prominent in this community." 

The conservancy visualizes installing hitching posts, watering troughs, stabling facilities and paddocks to make the downtown district horse-accessible. 

"The fact that our downtown area borders state land is a phenomenal thing that we are going to be taking advantage of," conservancy member Jan Nastovski said. "We're so blessed to have all this beautiful land and parks." 

The conservancy focuses on much more than just the development of the downtown district, Greene said. The group has strived to preserve and protect Highland's natural resources, using horses as a tool to assist in maintaining the rural character of the community. 

The group has created partnerships with 4-H, Pony Club, the Michigan Horse Council and other land conservancies. 

"There's a story here," Krear said. "There needs to be a way to preserve this for the younger generations." 
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